ICCF CONGRESS, RIGA, LATVIA, 19th to 24th SEPTEMBER 1998

The 1998 Congress, in conjunction with meetings of the Presidium and Committees, took place in the Hotel Latvija in Riga from 19th to 24th September 1998.

The Congress was arranged by the Latvian Correspondence Chess Federation (LCCF).  The participants of the Congress, and accompanying ladies and friends, were offered a programme of events, including a full-day excursion to Sigulda and Turaida, a Riga city tour and a Civic Reception. There was also a match between ICCF and a Latvia representative team and the traditional ICCF Blitz Tournament.

A.P. Borwell (SCO), the ICCF President, took the chair.

Taking part in the Congress were:

S.M. Al-Kuwari (QAT) as the Delegate for Qatar.

Dr. F. Baumbach (GER) as the Delegate for Germany, as ICCF General Secretary, as Chairman of the Documents and Promotions Working Group of the Development Committee and with proxy for Hungary.

R. Berthelsen (NOR) as the Delegate for Norway, as Member of the Playing Rules Committee and Tournament Committee.

S-A. Bessis (FRA) as the Delegate for France, as Member of the External Contacts Working Group of the Development Committee, as Member of the Playing Rules Committee and with proxies for Luxembourg and Malta.

W. Bielecki (POL) as the Delegate for Poland, as Member of the Documents and Promotions Working Group of the Development Committee, as Member of the Guidelines Working Group of the Rules Committee, as Member of the Tournament Committee and with proxy for Bulgaria.

G. Binder (GER) as Member of the German Delegation, as ICCF Ratings Commissioner, as Chairman of the Rating Rules Committee, as Member of the Tournament Rules Committee, as Member of the Documents and Promotions Working Group of the Development Committee, and as Member of the Tournament Committee.

A.P. Borwell (SCO) as Member of the Scottish Delegation, as ICCF President and as Member of the Tournament Committee.

H. Brusila (FIN) as the Delegate for Finland.

Dr. T. Bullockus (USA) 

Dr. J. Canibal (CZE) as the Delegate for Czech Republic, as Chairman of the Playing Rules Committee and with proxy for Slovakia.

A.G. Campos (ARG) as the Delegate for Argentina (LADAC).

M. Christoffel (SWZ) as Member of the Swiss Delegation and as Assistant Treasurer.

P. Cimmino (ITA) as Member of the Italian Delegation, as Member of the External Contacts Working Group of the Development Committee and as ICCF Archivist (Tournaments & Games).

C. Cranbourne (ARG)
Y.A.A. Flamerzi (QAT) as Member of the Delegation for Qatar.

C. Flores Gutiérrez (ESP) as the Delegate for Spain, as ICCF Treasurer, and as Member of the External Contacts Group of the Development Committee.

Dr. C.J. Gonçalves (ARG) as Member of the Documents & Promotions Working Group of the Development Committee.

S. Grodzensky (RUS) as the Delegate for Russia, as Member of the Tournament Rules Committee and as Member of the External Contacts Working Group of the Development Committee.
O.M. Halme (FIN) as Member of the Finnish Delegation.

T.D. Harding (IRL) as the Delegate for Ireland and as Chess Journalist (Proprietor of Chess Mail Limited).

H. Heemsoth (GER) as ICCF Honorary Member.

P.F. Hegoburu (ARG) as Project Leader for the ICCF 2000 Book.

S. Jemeljanov (RUS) as Member of the Russian Delegation.

A. Jonasson (SVE) as Member of the Swedish Delegation.

J. Karelin (RUS) as Member of the Russian Delegation and as Member of the Documents and Promotions Working Group of the Development Committee.

A. Kazoks (LAT) as Member of the Latvian Delegation.

S-Å. Kronberg (SVE) as Member of the Swedish Delegation and as Chairman of the External Contacts Working Group of the Development Committee.

A. Kupsys (LIT) as Member of the Lithuanian Delegation.

E. Liebert (EST) as the Delegate for Estonia.

H-E. Lüers (GER) as Member of the German Delegation, as Deputy President (Tournaments), as Chairman of the Tournament Committee, as Member of the Tournament Rules and Playing Rules Committees and as Member of the Documents and Promotions Working Group of the Development Committee.

D.V. Lybin (BLR) as Delegate for Belarus.

G. Mastrojeni (ITA) as the Delegate for Italy and as Member of the Documents and Promotions Working Group of the Development Committee.

J.A. Nielsen (DEN) as Member of the Danish Delegation and as Member of the Guidelines Working Group of the Rules Committee.

V. Pankratov (RUS) as Member of the Russian Delegation.

S. Peschardt (DEN) as the Delegate for Denmark and as ICCF WWW Master and with proxy for Yugoslavia.

G.D. Pyrich (SCO) as the Delegate for Scotland, as ICCF Qualifications Commissioner, as Member of the Rating Rules and Tournament Committees, and with proxies for Austria and Slovenia.

A.J.C. Rawlings (ENG) as the Delegate for England, as Member of the Development Committee, as Member of the Tournament Rules Committee, and with proxies for Canada and Portugal, and asked to represent CAPA (Argentina) which does not have voting rights.

A.A. van 't Riet (NLD) as the Delegate for the Netherlands, as Deputy President (Development), as Chairman of the Development Committee, as Member of the Playing Rules Committee and as Member of the Tournament Committee.

M. Rocius (LIT) as the Delegate for Lithuania.

M. Rõtova (EST) as Member of the Estonian Delegation.

E. Salnikova (UKR) as the Delegate for Ukraine.

M. Samraoui (ALG), as Zonal Director (Africa/Asia)

H.B. Sarink (NLD) as Member of the Netherlands Delegation and as ICCF Auditor

B. Skurovic-Hazin (RUS) as Member of the Russian Delegation.

A. Soltau (GER)
P. Söderberg (SVE) as the Delegate for Sweden and with proxy for Israel.

V. Strautins (LAT) as Member of the Latvian Delegation.

G-M. Tani (ITA) as Member of the Italian Delegation, as Zonal Director (Europe), as World Tournament Office Controller, as Leader of the Thematic Tournament Office, as Member of the Guidelines Working Group of the Rules Committee and as Member of the Tournament Committee.

M. Tarmak (EST) as Member of the Estonian Delegation.

K. Vitols (LAT) as the Delegate for Latvia.

G. Walker (SWZ) as the Delegate for Switzerland.
R. Wikman (FIN) as Member of the Finnish Delegation, as Deputy President (Rules), as Chairman of the Tournament Rules Committee and as Member of the Tournament Committee.

Prof. M. Zavanelli (USA) as the Delegate for the USA, as ICCF Zonal Director (North America/Pacific), as Member of the Tournament Rules and Tournament Committees, and with proxies for Australia and Hong Kong.

Opening the meeting, the ICCF President expressed great pleasure that the 1998 Congress was being held in Riga, and referred to the rich heritage of correspondence chess in Latvia and the Baltic States.

Sadly, during the last year, many distinguished CC friends had died and, in particular, three great stalwarts of ICCF had passed away shortly after the 1997 Congress, namely Reg Gillman (ENG), Dr. József Vándorffy (HUN) and Francek Brglez (SLO).  The Congress paid its respects to the memories of these officials and all departed CC friends, by observing a minute's silence.

The ICCF President then welcomed many old and new friends attending the 1998 Congress, including the ladies and friends accompanying delegates and officials.  He referred to the traditions of ICCF, particularly to its "amici sumus" philosophy and motto.

As his main theme, the ICCF President emphasised that the highest possible consideration must be given to "our customers", the correspondence chess players throughout the world.  With the rapid advancement of communications channels involving new technologies, there were great opportunities for ICCF and international correspondence chess into the new Millennium.  Greater flexibility and imaginative marketing of ICCF was essential.  The President asked everyone to participate fully in the important and far-reaching discussions to enable enlightened decisions to be made during the Congress.

The Minutes of the 1997 Congress were formally adopted.

The ICCF President then reported changes which had taken place from 1/1/98 to the roles and duties of Presidium members, according to the authority granted by the 1997 Congress to enable changes to be made within the Presidium when mid-term vacancies arose.  In his letter of 21/12/97, he had announced that Mr. A.A. van 't Riet (NLD) would become Deputy President (Development), Mr. R. Wikman (FIN) Deputy President (Rules), and Mr. H-E. Lüers (GER) Deputy President (Tournaments).    These changes had resulted in a Presidium vacancy for Zonal Director (Europe), for which a ballot was arranged at the beginning of 1998.  There were four excellent candidates and a second ballot was required before a winner emerged, Dr. G-M. Tani (ITA).  Dr. Tani's appointment was confirmed unanimously by Congress and the ICCF President expressed a warm welcome to him as a new member of the ICCF Presidium.

The President had also announced subsequently the appointment of Dr. Tani as World Tournament Office Controller, and Mr. E. Bösenberg (GER) as European Tournament Office Controller.

The President reported that due to business and personal circumstances, Mr. J. Dorner (GUA) had been unable to fulfil the duties of Zonal Director (Latin America) following his appointment by the 1997 Congress in Argentina.  His nominated deputy, Mr. Alberto Mascarenhas (BRS), had deputised most capably and Congress expressed its appreciation for the work done by Mr. Mascarenhas and his CADAP colleagues in the Latin American Zone.  Sadly, for business and personal reasons, Mr. Mascarenhas had also intimated his retirement at 30/9/98.  After discussion by the Presidium at its meeting the previous day, it was agreed not to hold an interim election. Congress unanimously confirmed the appointment of Mr C. Cranbourne (ARG-LADAC) as Zonal Director for the period to 31.12.1999. Mr Cranbourne was given a warm welcome as the new member of the ICCF Presidium to represent the Latin-American Zone and the CADAP Tournament Office.

Finally, the President referred to the outstanding initiative and work which had been carried out by Mr. Eckhard Lüers (GER) as the ICCF Webmaster, before his retirement from this role on 31/7/98.  Mr. Lüers was given a "standing ovation" by Congress for his tremendous contribution in establishing an informative and lively WWW site for the whole world to visit and learn about ICCF's activities and services.  The President then introduced and welcomed Mr. Søren Peschardt (DEN) as the new ICCF Webmaster and wished him success and satisfaction in this important role.

The Report of the General Secretary contained a proposal to accept an application for membership from the Chess Association of Malawi (CHAM) and this was agreed unanimously by Congress.  Malawi (MWI) would be included in Zone 4 (Africa/Asia).  He then reviewed the situation concerning the membership of the Ukraine (UKR).  It was confirmed by Congress that the appropriate member federation was the Ukrainian Correspondence Chess Committee (UCCC), part of the Ukrainian Chess Federation, which is supported by the Ukraine Committee of Sport, with Ms. E. Salnikova as its delegate to ICCF.

The General Secretary referred to the excellent progress which had been made in establishing official Email contacts for circa 50 member federations.  Virtually all of the ICCF officials also had Email addresses - he himself had obtained one very recently, namely: "fbaumba@mdc-berlin.de"

He concluded by commenting on the few important games remaining unfinished in the XI Olympiad Final and the XIV World Championship, indicating his hope that the winners and medallists would be honoured at the 1999 Congress.  He also referred specifically to new tournaments which had been initiated, including the 1st Afro-Asian Email Championship and the Mare Nostrum and North Sea Team Tournaments, and concluded by thanking everyone for their support and co-operation during the last year.

Bertl von Massow Medals

The ICCF President referred to the background to these prestigious awards as a memoriam to the life and work of Bertl von Massow, the wife of the late ICCF President, Hans-Werner von Massow.  They were introduced in Poznan 1983, following the sudden death of Bertl von Massow earlier that year.  The Minutes of the 1983 Congress stated:- "these medals in Gold and Silver will be awarded respectively for 15 years and 10 years of faithful service to ICCF as the Delegate of a National Federation, as a Member of the Presidium or the Commissions, the European Organising Committee or as Tournament Secretary, as well as the Team Captain of a winning or highly placed team in the CC Olympiads or Continental Team Tournaments."

The President reminded everyone that, just as in 1983, it was fitting to make these awards to those delegates and officials who had served ICCF and international correspondence chess with distinction for long periods, also referring to the support and encouragement received from wives/partners.  He mentioned that the 1998 list included some awards which should have been made in earlier years but, nonetheless, they were all richly deserved.

Bertl von Massow medals were then awarded :-

In Gold and Silver, for 15 years meritorious work for ICCF to:


C-E. Erlandsson (SVE)


G. Radosztics (OST)

In Gold, for 15 years meritorious work for ICCF to:


W. Bielecki (POL)


L. Lahdenmäki (FIN)


A. Pereira (POR)

In Silver, for 10 years meritorious work for ICCF to:


A. Jonasson (SVE)


E. Karelin (RUS)


S-Å. Kronberg (SVE)


M. Müller-Töpler (GER)


P. Rasmussen (DEN)


Prof. M. Zavanelli (USA)

The Report of the Treasurer referred to the new accounting system which he had introduced to provide a more informative overview of ICCF finances.  All fees due to 31/12/97 and most of the expenditure applicable to 1997 had been included.  The resultant balance showed an excess of income over expenditure of CHF 20,094 and an accumulated fund of almost CHF 140,000.  Investments had been recorded at cost value, but the Treasurer reported that their valuation at 31/12/97 was almost CHF 30,000 in excess of their book value shown.  Therefore he concluded that the overall financial position was very healthy.

With the inclusion of all fees due from member federations, there was more than CHF 38,000 due to be paid to ICCF in the early part of 1998.  The Treasurer reported the current situation of those countries which had not fulfilled this financial obligation by 31/8/98 (i.e. more than 6 months overdue).  Member federations were reminded that continued failure to pay their debts would lead to suspension and loss of voting, nomination and other membership rights.

The Treasurer also intimated that a new procedure for the processing of tournament entries and fees would come into effect at the end of 1998.  He would be providing details to all member federation delegates and ICCF tournament offices, immediately following the Congress.  The objective of the new procedure would be to harmonise the entry statistics of ICCF and member federations, thereby eliminating accounting discrepancies and minimising queries at the year end.

The Report of the Auditor confirmed that the data provided by the Treasurer had been verified and that the figures contained in the Report and Statements accurately reflected the financial position of ICCF for the period to 31/12/97.  He commented favourably on the new accounting methods which had been introduced by the Treasurer, which gave a more meaningful overview of the financial position of ICCF.

The ICCF Congress accepted the Auditor's Report unanimously and thanked him for carrying out his duties so meticulously and expeditiously on behalf of ICCF.  The Audited ICCF Accounts for the financial year 1997 were then formally and unanimously adopted by Congress.

Congress accorded a vote of thanks to the General Secretary, the Treasurer, the Assistant Treasurer and the Auditor for their excellent work.

The Report of the Deputy President (Tournaments) remarked on the time of change earlier in the year, but that the greatest time of change - and the greatest challenge - “still lies ahead of us”. We had to adapt to the new challenges of the electronic age, and we had to take some bold and proactive decisions at the 1998 Congress. If we did not, we would inevitably be left behind whilst others would rush in to utilise the “window of opportunity” which was still open, but not for too long. We would have to focus on ICCF Email tournaments, and do our utmost to develop a sensible Email tournament package which would make it possible to win new chess players for our great sport and hobby.

Due to ICCF practice to try to avoid adjudication of decisive games as much as possible, several tournaments were somewhat delayed, in particular the final of Olympiad XII. In the end he had to apply the authority given by the 1997 Congress in a rather drastic way, determining 1.3.1998 as a “cut-off day” and 1.9.1998 as “reviewing day”. At  the Riga Congress, it seemed as if the decisions taken on the “cut-off day” were justified - with no “revisions” being necessary (i.e. late entrants into the final).

Following the clarification of the membership of the Ukraine CCC, it was agreed that the Ukraine team would compete in section 4 of the XIII Olympiad preliminaries, with their games beginning immediately after the Congress.

The World Championship Final XIII had finally been completely finished, even though the medal trio had been clear for quite some time already. Once more congratulations to the new World Champion, Mikhail Umansky (RUS), and to the other medallists Erik Bang (DEN) and Jonathan Penrose (ENG)! Thus, the special prize for the World Champion, a silver plate with the final score table engraved, was presented to the Delegate for Russia for passing to Mr Umansky, with the congratulations of Congress.

World Championship Final XIV was nearing its decisive moments, being strongly contested by two players, Ove Ekebjærg (DEN) and Tõnu Õim (EST). The Dane had finished all his games with a score of 10½ points, and now had to wait and see whether the Estonian will be able to score 2½ points from his last 3 games, to finish on 11 points. In theory, Gennady Sanakoev (RUS) also had a chance to defend the title, but that would require an almost 100% score in his remaining 8 games.

The final of the Women's Olympiad IV was now completely finished. Congratulations to the medal teams, Czechia-Slovakia (gold), Russia (silver) and Poland (bronze)!

The final of the Women's World Championship V was still open, even though it was already clear that Luba Kristol (ISL) had secured the title - her second - congratulations!

The final of Olympiad XI  was as close to a "photo finish" as one could get, with the team from Czechia-Slovakia finished on 45½ points, with the team from Germany standing on 44 points with two games open. The bronze medal would most likely be shared between Canada and Scotland, unless something totally unexpected happened in Russia's last 3 open games. Congress agreed by a substantial majority that if two teams finished with equal points in Final XI, they would be awarded identical medals. Congress also requested that during the coming year the Rules Commission should consider whether tie-breaking was necessary in ICCF team and individual tournaments, and, if so, whether the present rules were in need of revision.

Four cycles of the ICCF Cup tournaments were running. The first cycle, Cup VI/VII, was close to being finished. The winner in Final VI was already clear - congratulations to Olita Rause (LAT) on her victory! Final VII looked like being a hard-fought finish, with three players having a chance to win. In the second cycle, Cup VIII/IX, the finals had recently started, both of them with 15 players each. The third cycle, Cup X, reached the semi-final stage during 1997, with 181 players in 13 sections, with 13 or 15 players per section. The fourth cycle, Cup XI, arranged by the federation in England, started on October 1st 1997, and for the first time it also had Email and fax sections. There were 81 postal sections, 13 Email sections and 5 fax sections, with a total of 1079 entries (by 883 different players). It could be noted that 2 of the Email sections were already completely finished, whilst the section winner was clear in 8 Email sections and 3 fax sections.

It was envisaged the following World Championship tournaments would be started before the next Congress :-

a) World Championship XXIII - Semi-final - played by email

b) World championship XIX - 3/4 final - played by post 

c) World Championship XVI - Final - played by post

d) Women's World Championship VI - Final - played by post

During the past year the Tournament Commission had not actively discussed new ideas, mainly because most involved officials had to focus on starting new tournament cycles  and taking care of other day-to-day affairs.

The changes in the Presidium had also brought about a few changes in the Commission. The new chairman was the new Deputy President (Tournaments), Eckhard Lüers (GER). Similarly, after Gian-Maria Tani took over the WTO, former WTO leader Heikki Brusila was no longer a member. Congress agreed to add to the Commission the heads of the Email and European Tournament Offices.

Therefore, the current members of the Commission were:

Eckhard Lüers (GER, DPT, chairman)

Roald Berthelsen (NOR, OL TS)

Witold Bielecki (POL, WC TS)

Gerhard Binder (GER, RC)


Alan Borwell (SCO, President)

Egbert Bösenberg (GER, EU TO)

Juan Morgado (ARG-CAPA, EM TO)

George Pyrich (SCO, QC)

Nol van 't Riet (NLD, DPD)

Gian-Maria Tani (ITA, WTO & TTO)

Ragnar Wikman (FIN, DPR)

Max Zavanelli (USA, APTB)

After long preparations, almost all title tournaments were started during the past year - the only exception being the final of Women's World Championship VI, where all finalists were not yet secure. However, the preliminaries for Women's World Championship VII did start - despite ICCF's practice of trying to keep the final and the preliminaries synchronised. In this case it had been impossible to keep the participants “on the waiting list” any longer.

Once again it was stressed that the greatest problem facing ICCF title tournaments (by post) was their increasing duration. Due to an overall improvement in playing strength, many more games than before go on into complex endgame positions. With the postal service in some areas of the world showing anything but an improvement, this had created the current difficult situation. It was emphasised that it was essential for ICCF and its credibility, that title tournaments were speeded up in the future, even if this might require controversial decisions (such as making the use of Email and/or fax nodes mandatory in certain cases). 

It was noted that there was a clear need for a common system for monthly electronic reporting of results by Tournament Directors to the Webmaster, for rating and for publication in the major magazines, and the various officials concerned were asked to design a system to be used in future by all TOs and TDs.

Two areas for ongoing discussion were noted. There was a clear need to speed up ICCF postal tournaments, in particular the title tournaments. And if the "Email tournament standard" became established as 11 players, maybe this size could also be appropriate for  postal GT sections and even semi-finals.

The World Tournament Office Report noted a continuation in the downward trend of entry numbers in non-title tournaments. A substantial vote of thanks was accorded to the retiring Deputy President (Tournaments), R. Wikman (FIN) and to the retiring chief of the Tournament Office H. Brusila (FIN), for their dedication and excellent work over many years.

The Thematic Tournament Office Report highlighted a significant and welcome increase in entry numbers during 1997, a trend which had continued into 1998. It was requested that all entries should be sent by Email in future, wherever possible.

The Email Tournament Office reported an increase in the number of Tournament Directors but said that still a few more volunteers would be very welcome. It outlined the service levels that are provided to players, and asked for entries to be submitted to the office without delay. The preliminaries of the Email Open Team Tournament were nearing completion, and the Final would start in early 1999. 

Co-operation with the Zonal Directors for Africa/Asia and Latin America had proved particularly fruitful, leading the start of zonal Email championships.

The funds approved by Congress for the development or acquisition of tournament management software had not been spent but instead, the low-cost software as used by IECG was recommended, and this was being supplied to TDs.

Congress expressed its great appreciation for the work of the Email Tournament Office and its principals: Juan Morgado (ARG) and Roberto Alvarez (ARG).

The Zonal Director (Africa/Asia) emphasised the need to proceed with the implementation of the development plan, including the preparation of a brochure for all current and prospective federations in the zone. He also outlined ideas for the better organisation of “isolated players” residing in African and Asian countries which did not have a CC organisation. He intimated that the 3rd African CC Championship, the final of the 1st Afro-Asian Email Championship and the preliminaries of the 2nd Afro-Asian Email Championship would all be started in 1999.

The Zonal Director (North America) reported an increase in player numbers, but only from USA, and noted that the structure of the zone was a hindrance to effective growth.

The Zonal Director (Latin America) reported on the changes made in the Zone following the 1997 Congress and on a preliminary development plan that had been established:

· a new tournament scheme for the Zone;

· a plan to develop CC in the Zone;

· major changes in Tournament Directors;

· establishment of a Zonal adjudication function for unfinished games;

· publication of at least quarterly editions of the APA magazine.

A new three-stage cycle of Zonal tournaments was almost ready to start with at least 260 entries, more than half of them for Email play. It was stressed that any successful implementation of these plans would require financial support in particular from ICCF, though on an ongoing basis the planned activities would be net generators of revenue. The President indicated that the 1997 Congress had already allocated CHF 5000 for development purposes in this zone and that he would discuss its allocation with the new Zonal Director and the ICCF Treasurer.

The Zonal Director (Europe) reported on a small decrease in entry numbers in 1997, which was expected to continue into 1998. Three new European Champions were noted: EUFSM-43: Antonov (RUS); EUFSM-50: Mikenas (LIT); EUFSM-55: Pasko (POL). The first semi-final stage of the new style of European Championship would start 1.1.1999 with probably six sections of 15 players.

It was reported  that Germany were the winners of European Team Championship IV - congratulations!

It was confirmed that European Team Championship IV would end 31.12.1998, and it was announced that the federations involved in critical outstanding games had agreed that these games would be continued by Email. It was confirmed that the first three teams from each preliminary group of European Team Championship V would qualify for the final.

Thanks were recorded to the retiring tournament office chief, H-E. Lüers (GER) and to his successor E. Bösenberg (GER) for their efforts.

Report of the Qualifications Commissioner

On the proposal of the Qualifications Commissioner the following norms were established:

ICCF tournaments

World Championship 22 Semi-final
section 1
IM title
7 points


section 2
IM title
7 points


section 3
IM title
7 points


section 4
IM title
8 points


section 5
IM title
7½ points



LGM title
5 points


section 6
IM title
7½ points


section 7
IM title
8 points


section 8
IM title
7½ points


section 9
IM title
7½ points


section 10
IM title
7½ points


section 11
IM title 
7½ points

Ladies World Championship 7 Semi-final
section 1
ILM title
9½ points


section 2
ILM title
9½ points 
section 3
ILM title
9½ points

Olympiad 12 final
board 1
GM norm
6 points



IM norm
4 points


board 2
GM norm
7½ points



IM norm
5½ points


board 3
IM norm
5½ points


board 4
IM norm
5½ points


board 5
IM norm
6 points


board 6
IM norm
7 points

Olympiad 13 Preliminaries
section 1
board 1
IM norm
5½ points



board 2
IM norm
5½ points



board 3
IM norm
6½ points



board 4
IM norm
7 points



board 5
IM norm
7 points



board 6
IM norm
7½ points


section 2
board 1
GM norm
7 points




IM norm
4½ points



board 2
IM norm
6½ points



board 3
IM norm
6½ points



board 4
IM norm
7 points



board 5
IM norm
7 points



board 6
IM norm
7 points


section 3
board 1
IM norm
5½ points



board 2
IM norm
5½ points



board 3
IM norm
6½ points



board 4
IM norm
6½ points



board 5
IM norm
7½ points



board 6
IM norm
7½ points


section 4
board 1
GM norm
7½ points




IM norm
5½ points



board 2
IM norm
6 points



board 3
IM norm
7 points



board 4
IM norm
7 points



board 5
IM norm
8½ points



board 6
IM norm
7½ points

Ladies Olympiad 5 Final
board 1
LGM title
6 points



LGM norm
5 points



LIM title
5 points


board 2
LIM norm
5½ points


board 3
LIM norm
6 points


board 4
LIM norm
6 points

Ladies Olympiad 6 Preliminaries
section 1
board 1
LIM norm
5½ points



board 2
LIM norm
5½ points



board 3
LIM norm
5½ points



board 4
LIM norm
5½ points


section 2
board 1
LIM norm
5½ points



board 2
LIM norm
5½ points



board 3
LIM norm
5½ points



board 4
LIM norm
5½ points

World Cup Final 8


IM norm
7 points

Master Norm Tournaments
section 50

IM norm
6 points


section 51

IM norm
6 points


section 52

IM norm
6 points


section 53

IM norm
6 points


section 54

IM norm
6 points


section 55

IM norm
6½ points


section 56

IM norm
6½ points


section 57

IM norm
6 points


section 58

IM norm
6½ points


section 59

IM norm
6½ points


section 60

IM norm
6½ points

Email Master Norm Tournaments
section 1

IM norm
6 points


section 2

IM norm
6 points


section 3

IM norm
7 points


section 4

IM norm
6½ points


section 5

IM norm
7 points


section 6

IM norm
6½ points

1st Asian Championship


IM norm
6 points

3rd North America/Pacific Zone Championship

IM title
9 points

European Championship
EUFSM-61

IM title
8 points


EUFSM-62

IM title
8 points

Invitational tournaments

Kazic Memorial

GM title
9 points



IM title
6 points

Korning Memorial

GM title
8 points



IM title
5 points

Rozinov Memorial

IM title
9 points

Russia CCA 5 years

IM title
10 points

"Amici Sumus" LADAC/CAPA Tournament "A"

GM title
9 points



IM title
6 points

"Amici Sumus" LADAC/CAPA Tournament "B"

IM title
8½ points

Pappier Memorial "A"

GM title
8½ points



IM title
6 points

Pappier Memorial "B"

IM title
8½ points

Pappier Memorial "C"

IM title
9 points

Invitational team tournaments

Mare Nostrum Team Tournament
board 1
IM norm
4½ points


board 3
IM norm
6 points

Changes to previously established norms

Baltic Sea Team Tournament 7
board 1
IM title
8 points

Luis Paucar Perez Memorial

IM title
9 points

It was noted that the norms for Olympiad 13 preliminaries section 4 were subject to change because of the late inclusion of a further team. On two boards elsewhere in that tournament, Congress agreed that tournament categories would be established as though there were sufficient rated players.

The Ratings Commissioner reported increases in all measures of the ratings database: numbers of results, players, tournaments, etc. He reminded Congress about the criteria for publishing a rating, and commented on the particular case of titleholders with few games. He also indicated that the 1997 Congress decision not to round ratings to the nearest 5 points had been carried through. Proposals for changes to ratings regulations would be presented by the Deputy President (Rules). He concluded by thanking all international Tournament Directors and national collaborators for their excellent co-operation.
Congress expressed its appreciation to Mr. Binder for his considerable efforts.

The ICCF Webmaster reported a continuing increase in access numbers. For the forthcoming year the emphasis would very much be on speed:

· up-to-date news and results;

· a revised site layout to speed up access.

He asked for assistance for updating tournament tables and other similar tasks.

Title Awards

The ICCF President introduced a proposal from the Presidium for the creation of a "Lifetime Achievement Award", which was agreed unanimously by Congress. This award would be made only in very exceptional circumstances, where it was considered that an individual had contributed a lifetime of dedicated and meritorious service to international correspondence chess.

It was then proposed that the first recipient of this new Award should be Mr. Erik Larsson (SVE) and this was unanimously agreed with warm acclamation by the Congress.

The ICCF President, on behalf of the Presidium, proposed that Honorary Membership of ICCF should be accorded to Mr. Walter Muir (USA) and Mr. Jørgen Axel Nielsen (DEN) for their outstanding contributions to correspondence chess for many decades.  These proposals were agreed unanimously and enthusiastically by the Congress.

The President then asked the delegate from the USA to extend congratulations and good wishes from the Congress to Mr. Muir.  He then invited Mr. Nielsen to come forward and receive congratulations from Presidium members and the warm acclamation of Congress.

The following Title Awards were made to the recipients or the respective delegates and proxy holders.

Correspondence Chess Grandmaster

R.G. Alvarez (ARG)

M.V. Blokh (RUS)

L. Gostisa (SLO)

J. Kivimäki (FIN)

S. Kluve (GER)

M. Lecroq (FRA)

Dr. M. Nimtz (GER)

N.E. Patrici (ARG)

A. Peluso (ITA)

Dr. H. Tarnowiecki (OST)

B. Thorbergsson (ISD)

J. Zapletal (CZE)

B. Zlender (SLO)

Correspondence Chess Lady Grandmaster

I. Priedite (LAT)

Correspondence Chess International Master

A. Albano (USA)

M.C. de Almeida (POR)

B.N. Arkhangelsky (RUS)

H. Arppi (FIN)

M. Bailly Badiola (PER)

J. Banet (FRA)

C. Barreto Carreno (PER)

O. Benagoudjil (ALG)

A.H. Bericat (ARG)

Dr. G. Bertino (ITA)

A.R. Barnsley (ENG)

W.F. Bonatti (ARG)

H. Borchers (GER)

G. Branding (GER)

B. Brobakken (NOR)

J.G. Brookes (ENG)

Dr. I.S. Brooks (ENG)

F. Calandri (ITA)

J.E. Callaway (USA)

G. Cardelli (ITA)

K. Chorfi (MRC)

A. Colombo (ITA)

W. Conover (USA)

T. Cuno (GER)

P. Cutillas Ripoll (ESP)

G.H. Davies (ENG)

M. De Blasio (ITA)

P. Dusart (BEL)

D.J. Eisen (USA)

S.P. Erofeev (RUS)

J. Fernández Fornés (ARG)

R.W. Frederiks (NLD)

J.O. Fries Nielsen (DEN)

C.A. Frostick (ENG)

W. Galow (GER)

P. Garcia Corada (ESP)

S. Goerlinger (FRA)

C. Gatto (ITA)

T. Glowatzky (GER)

A. Gonzalez Freixas (ESP)

G. Grasso (ITA)

J.H. Hansen (DEN)

A. Haugen (NOR)

W. Hase (GER)

R. Häußler (GER)

A. Hoffmann (GER)

H. Hoffmann (GER)

H.J. Hofstetter (GER)

A. Hotting (NLD)

V-M. Huuskonen (FIN)

R.M. Jacobs (USA)

J. Jordan (ENG)

S. Kingsø (DEN)

P. Klemettinen (FIN)

J-E. Klügel (SWZ)

R. Knobel (SWZ)

M. Kratochvil (CZE)

Dr. F. Kunzelman (GER)

W. Kurth (GER)

J-O Leconte (FRA)

H-H. Lemke (GER)

A. Linna (FIN)

M. Lonoff (USA)

D.V. Lybin (BLR)

T. Mahling (GER)

V.B. Malinin (RUS)

J. Mannermaa (FIN)

A. Masternak (POL)

J. Mercadal Benejam (ESP)

K. Mielke (GER)

J. Mihalko (HUN)

A.V. Mikenas (LIT)

C.P. Mokrys (GER)

M. Morchat (POL)

Z. Moscicki (POL)

A.K. Mukherjee (ENG)

Dr. K-D Müller (GER)

W. Müller (GER)

G. Muttoni (ARG)

S. Neuschmied (OST)

A. Nickel (GER)

V.A. Nikitin (RUS)

P. Ofstad (NOR)

V.V. Pankratov (RUS)

F. Pavoni (ITA)

N.E. Pedersen (USA)

M. Petrillo (ITA)

V. Piccardo (ITA)

J. Pletanek (CZE)

G. Poli (ITA)

D. Poscente (ITA)

L. Quaresma (POR)

R.C.H. Raijmaekers (NLD)

A.R. Ramirez (ARG)

W. Raschewski (GER)

I. Rausis (LAT)

D. Rost (GER)

G. Salmins (LAT)

J. Schmall (GER)

M. Schneider (GER)

Dr. A. Serner (GER)

L.N. Shikhirev (RUS)

K. Söderberg (FIN)

P. Söderberg (SVE)

Dr. M. Stengelin (GER)

T. Strand (NOR)

A.J. Stuart (NLD)

J. Tait (ENG)

C.F. Tears (USA)

M. Terterjants (RUS)

T. Thaler (SWZ)

Dr. F. Thannhauser (OST)

G. Thies (GER)

M. Tochacek (CZE)

H-E. Ude (OST)

K. Välkesalmi (FIN)

Dr. K.J. Verney (ENG)

V.N. Volodin (RUS)

W. Wakolbinger (OST)

G. Waldhauser (OST)

Wang Mong Lin (SIP)

J. Watson (SCO)

G. Weinitschke (GER)

Dr. W-M. Weißleder (GER)

G. Windhausen (GER)

S. Winge (SVE)

G. Wise (HKG)

H. Wohlfahrt (OST)

S. Zaric (AUS)

Dr. G. Zecha (GER)

H. Zimmermann (GER)

L. Zlebcik (CZE)

Correspondence Chess Lady International Master

I.V. Perevertkina (RUS)

M. Raimondi (FRA)

A. Riegler (ITA)

A. Ristoja (FIN)

Correspondence Chess International Arbiter

B.V. Bramburg (RUS)

G. van den Haak (NLD)

Dr. A. Huchla (POL)

L. Madonia (ITA)

N.N. Poleshchuk (RUS)

C.A. Rinaldi (ARG)

W. Sapa (POL)

G. Stibal (AUS)

The following Tournament Arrangements were approved unanimously :-

Individual Postal Tournaments (Jubilees and Memorials)

England: Reg Gillman Memorial Group A (aim: category IX-X)

GM level tournament with 11-15 players, start August 1999.

Slovenia: Francek Brglez Memorial (aim: category VIII-X)

GM level tournament with 15 players, start spring 1999.

Russia: Prof. Vladimir Zagorovsky Memorial (aim: category XV)

GM level tournament with 15 players, start early 1999.

Russia: Piotr Dubinin Memorial (aim: category XII)

GM level tournament with 15-17 players, start early 1999.

Poland: Jerzy Krzyszton Memorial (aim: category XII-XIII)

GM level tournament with 15 players.

Spain: 25 Years “Mate Postal” Group A

GM level tournament with 11-15 players.

England: Reg Gillman Memorial Group C (aim: category VII)

IM level tournament with 15 players, start August 1999.

Russia: Nikolai Kopylov Memorial (aim: category V-VI)

IM level tournament with 15-17 players, start early 1999.

Spain: 25 Years “Mate Postal” Group B

IM level tournament with 11-15 players.

Brazil: Antonio Pacini Memorial Group A

IM level tournament with 11-15 players, start 1999,

England: Reg Gillman Memorial “In Friendship” (aim: category III)

IM level tournament with 15 players, start August 1999. Invitations to go to Reg's correspondence chess friends world-wide.

Sweden: Harry Åhman Memorial 

IM level tournament with 15 players, start 1999. Invitations to go to some of Harry's many correspondence chess friends.

Individual Email Tournaments (Jubilees and Memorials)

England: Reg Gillman Memorial Group B (aim: category IX-X)

GM level tournament with 11-15 players, start August 1999.

CAPA: CAPA 10 years jubilee tournament (aim: category XVI)

An all-GM tournament with 9 players, start September 1999.

CAPA GM plus other top GM players. Prizes to be announced next year.

CAPA: Manuel Pereyra Puebla Memorial group A (aim: category XI)

GM level tournament with 11-15 players, start September 1999.

England: Reg Gillman Memorial Group D (aim: category VII)

IM level tournament with 15 players, start August 1999.

CAPA: Manuel Pereyra Puebla Memorial group B (aim: category VI)

IM level tournament with 15 players, start September 1999.

Brazil: Antonio Pacini Memorial Group B

IM level tournament with 11-15 players, start 1999,

Russia: Jakov Rusakov Memorial (aim: category V-VI)

IM level tournament with 15 players, start late 1998.

Postal Team Tournament

Poland: 1st Slav Cup

Propagandistic team tournament for 9-11 teams of 6 players to involve particularly the smaller Slav nations.

Tournament Commission

Congress decided that "guidelines" covering "Open Email International Tournaments" should be developed by the Tournament Commission for consideration by the 1999 ICCF Congress.  In the meantime, it was not expected that such "open" tournaments should be initiated, announced or commenced by any member federation.

It was noted that in the forthcoming year the Tournament Commission would also discuss:

· the possible abolition of class III in the World Promotion Tournaments;

· reducing the number of players in Master and Higher class GT groups from 15 to 13.

The Deputy President (Rules) reported on a time of transition. The transfer of DP(R) duties had passed smoothly, and the various committees and working groups had performed their work on an independent basis. Fortunately, the committees and groups were led by experienced and dedicated officials, so everything had progressed without problems.

He expressed a heartfelt thanks to the leaders and members of the Tournament Rules Committee, the Playing Rules Committee, the Rating Rules Committee and the Working Group Guidelines for their efforts during the past year. Important preparatory work had been done, useful data and feedback collected, all items which would be of great importance later.

He expressed special thanks to the leader and remaining members of the new Appeals Tribunal. It had suffered a heavy loss with the sudden death of two members shortly after the Congress, and everyone mourned the loss of friends Reg Gillman and József Vándorffy.

It was suggested that the chairman of the Tribunal, Janko Bohak, should send out inquiries to member federations in order to gain information about possible replacements for the deceased members.

The Rating Rules Commission proposed three changes to the rules, and these were accepted unanimously by Congress. The revised rules were as follows:

46 a
Master class, Higher class, I and II class of the promotion tournaments, and the equivalent Email tournaments,

46 e
all such national tournaments which require a qualification from master class, as well as the final of a national championship, team championship or cup final. Based on an application from the national federation, preliminaries for a national championship may also be included.

48
A new rating list will be released twice each year, in which the results of games completed during the previous rating period have been calculated. The rating periods are January-June and July-December, respectively. These lists will be made available to all federations affiliated to the ICCF, and will be released on October 1st and April 1st, respectively.

Similarly, two changes in the Rating System Working Rules were approved:

11
The rating periods run from January 1st until June 30th, and from July 1st until December 31st, respectively. All games completed in these periods in tournaments described in paragraph 46 will be eligible for inclusion on the next list.

12
Reports of tournaments for inclusion in these lists must be sent to the ICCF Rating Commissioner before August 15th and February 15th, respectively.

The Deputy President (Rules) proposed changes to the regulations governing the award of the Grandmaster title and the introduction of a new title of Senior International Master. After much debate, this package of changes was accepted by Congress (with 14 votes against). The President thanked all delegates and officials for their contributions to a very extensive and thought-provoking debate. He emphasised that after the democratic decision which had been reached by Congress, it was the responsibility of all delegates and officials to communicate the new title arrangements effectively to all member federations and to CC players world-wide.

The revised regulations would be as follows:

51
The title "Correspondence Chess Grandmaster" is not limited in time and is awarded to:

a)
those players who gain places 1-3 in the WC final,

b)
the player who has the best result on Board 1 in the final of the Correspondence Chess Olympiad (tie breaking by points evaluation),

c)
those players who gain at least two grandmaster results in international title tournaments with a total of at least 24 games,

d)
those players who gain one or more grandmaster results in international title tournaments with at least 14 games, provided they had a fixed rating of at least 2550 or are FIDE Grandmasters without a published ICCF rating but with a FIDE rating of at least 2600 prior to the commencement of the tournament(s), 

e)
those players for whom the national federation makes an appropriately qualified application. For this a two-thirds' majority vote of a Congress must be obtained.

A Grandmaster title based upon results under c) or d) will not be awarded unless at least five of the games have been against grandmasters or players with a fixed rating of at least 2600.

52
The title "Senior International Correspondence Chess Master" is not limited in time and is awarded to:

a)
those players who gain at least three master results in international title tournaments with a total of at least 30 games,

b)
those players who gain at least two master results in international title tournaments with a total of at least 18 games, provided they had a fixed rating of at least 2450 prior to the commencement of the tournaments.

c)
those players for whom the national federation makes an appropriately qualified application. For this a two-thirds' majority vote of a Congress must be obtained.

The “Email tournament package” had been extensively discussed. However, since a complete revision of the Tournament Rules was planned for 1999, it was not meaningful to develop detailed wordings to fit the current “Rules of Play” framework. Thus it was agreed that decisions about the new tournament rules should be made by the DP(R), in consultation with other Presidium members, as appropriate.

The Report of the Deputy President (Development) 

In his report, the Deputy President (Development) had made extensive numeric analyses of three trends. During the last 12 years the total number of participants in the World and European tournaments had decreased from almost 5000 to 2000 - a loss of more than 200 participants a year. During the last four decades the average duration of the rated tournaments had increased from 3 to 6 years. On the internet, there were several organisations where you could play Email chess. Last year ICCF had been in contact with IECG, who had gathered about 5000 players from “the net” during the last four years. Most of these players (probably 85% of them) were not members of any ICCF member federation.

His conclusion from these figures was that the marketing of ICCF should be taken up very intensively. He therefore had made an analysis of correspondence chess according to the marketing theory of the 4 p's: product, place, price and promotion. Based on this analysis he had made several proposals to get more people and countries involved in correspondence chess. A principal premise was that nowadays there were two types of correspondence chess (postal and Email) which should be treated equally in terms of the ICCF organisation. A new scheme for the organisation of the ICCF Email tournaments was accepted (see Appendix A), including a three stage cycle for an ICCF Email Chess World Championship (see Appendix C).

It was accepted by Congress that success in attracting new Email players via the Internet would be fundamental to the future of international (and national) correspondence chess.  This would require greater flexibility than hitherto and therefore the following points would be operative from 1.1.99:-

1. That member federations should avoid significant surcharging of ICCF Email tournament fees when converting into other currencies.

2. That new Email players would be given the opportunity to play in not more than 2 x Email Cup, H-Class or Open Class sections, without membership of a national federation being a prerequisite.

3. That a facility for direct entry via the Internet, including payment by credit card, would be introduced with CHF 3 per entry being credited to the appropriate member federation (where any), along with the provision of the player’s details.

For the promotion of ICCF and the game of correspondence chess a yearly budget of 5% of ICCF's total revenue was agreed for use by the new Marketing commission. The planned promotional activities would be:

· a brochure for recruiting new member federations,

· advertisements in a number of the biggest chess magazines

· the starting of an ICCF Press Office which should produce a monthly report about the ICCF top events

· building of an internet site with promotional information for possible new interested players.

In order to be able to focus on the defined marketing activities it was decided to disband the Development Committee and its working groups and to establish a new Marketing Commission with well-defined tasks for its members. These would include recruiting new countries, recruiting from OTB players, recruiting via the website, tutoring, press officer, recruiting of new officials, recruiting of sponsors, etc.

It was agreed that the Presidium would try to develop full proposals covering all ICCF Archives, including the possible creation of a permanent ICCF Library, for consideration by the 1999 Congress. Delegates were reminded that, as an interim arrangement, all magazines and similar material destined for the ICCF Archive should continue to be sent to:

Alan Rawlings, 11 Horwood Close, Headington, Oxford OX3 7RF, England

The ICCF Archivist (Tournaments and Gamescores) reported on continuing progress with the collection and inputting of games played in ICCF tournaments, and appealed for further co-operation from TDs regarding the submission of gamescores. He was also seeking more volunteers to assist with the inputting of games into the database.

The ICCF 2000 Project Leader provided a comprehensive report divided into specific sections.

· Several excellent articles had been received covering the history of ICCF and correspondence chess and arrangements were being made for further contributions to be provided.

· The Project Leader had made some progress with collection and collation of memorable tournaments and games, and he would progress this section of the book.

· It was agreed that the new Marketing Commission and the ICCF Email Tournament Office should be asked to develop the section which would deal with “ICCF and the future”.

· The Project Leader would prepare and update the Appendices to be contained in the book.

· The provision of interesting and historic photographs for possible publication was requested from federations and individuals housing collections. They were asked to send such photographs to the ICCF President who would ensure that they would be returned to the owners as soon as the book was ready for final printing.

· There was a need for several proof readers and the Project Leader reported that he had already received offers from two enthusiasts, but he would need one or two more.

· The President, Deputy President (Development) and the Treasurer, with the Project Leader and Mr T.D. Harding, would identify a suitable editor, publisher and distributor for the book, and the Marketing Commission would deal with sponsorship and advertising aspects.

· Consideration was given to the merits (or otherwise) of including a CD-ROM with an ICCF games collection along with the book to enhance its marketability.

The ICCF 2000 Project Leader was thanked for his excellent work and all delegates were reminded that the articles for the member federations section should be provided before the end of 1998, with an absolute deadline of 30.4.1999.

The ICCF Liaison Officer to FIDE reported that there had been no special activities in this area, and that there had been no invitation to ICCF regarding attendance at the FIDE Congress. He particularly asked delegates to maintain good contacts with the over the board federations in their countries.

Under Matters pertaining to ICCF Statutes Congress resolved unanimously the following revisions to section 4:

4.1.2
Members of the Presidium and the Auditor are elected for a period of four years, with responsibility from the 1st January following the elections. In the case of a by-election or mid-term appointment, the term of office will expire at the end of the normal 4 year election period.


The Congress elects the President, the Deputy Presidents, the General Secretary, the Treasurer and also appoints the Auditor. Where no nomination is received, Congress has authority to decide upon a suitable appointment. Immediately following such a Congress, the elections of Zonal Directors will be arranged (see General Secretary's duties) and the successful candidates will automatically become members of the Presidium, also from the 1st January following the Congress. If no nomination is received for a Zonal Director position, a suitable appointment will be decided by the Presidium.


If a mid-term vacancy arises in the position of ICCF President, then this will be filled by the next Congress, with other Presidium members temporarily deputising, as provided for in the Outlines of Duties. However, where a mid-term vacancy occurs in any other Presidium position, the Presidium is authorised to agree and make appropriate interim changes to ensure the continued efficient operation of ICCF.

4.1.7
Voting normally is by show of hands but a secret ballot will be held if this is requested. Elections of persons will be by secret ballot unless it is otherwise agreed unanimously.


Where a postal ballot is necessary, the voting procedure will be decided by the Presidium and the completed ballot papers will be returned to the ICCF Auditor for secret scrutiny and declaration of the result.

4.1.11
Invitations, agenda and formal notices for a Congress shall be sent by the ICCF Presidium, together with the invitation and information from the host federation, at least four months in advance of the meeting dates. Proposals relating to the agenda of the Congress must be received by the General Secretary, or the appropriate ICCF official, at least one month prior to the commencement of the Congress.

Possible changes to section 2.1 were discussed briefly, and would be considered further by the Presidium. Details of any proposals would be included with the agenda and invitations for the 1999 Congress.

Under Matters pertaining to Internal Work the ICCF President introduced detailed proposals for the organising and financing of future Congresses, following the decisions on principles which had been agreed during the 1996 Congress. After a full discussion, the new arrangements, to be effective from 1.1.1999, were agreed by Congress and these are set out in Appendix B of these Minutes.

Under Matters pertaining to External Work the ICCF President provided a report on the discussions with IECG which had taken place since the 1997 Congress. He informed Congress about a letter which he had sent recently to the IECG representatives, explaining the ICCF perspective. This had indicated that whilst the current respective viewpoints did not seem to identify sufficient mutual benefits to justify the completion of a formal agreement between ICCF and IECG, the two organisations did have some common objectives for the ongoing development of Email CC. The ICCF President concluded by proposing that friendly discussions should be continued with IECG and that it may be appropriate in the future for more formal relationships to be agreed between the two organisations. This proposal was agreed by the Congress unanimously.

Future Congresses
Following the great success of the 1997 Congress in Argentina, it was agreed that every effort should be made to hold the ICCF Congress in a non-European country every 3 or 4 years.  It was also agreed that, whenever possible, Congress should decide upon the venues for the next 3 years, to facilitate proper planning and financing.  Thereafter, "options" should be granted which would normally be accepted sequentially by subsequent Congresses for future years.

It was confirmed that the 1999 meeting would be held in Thun, Switzerland from 18th-24th September 1999.  The SFSV Delegate gave an informative presentation about the proposed arrangements and the ICCF President thanked him and his federation for the kind offer to host the next Congress.

An offer to host the Millennium Congress in the United States of America had been received and this was accepted unanimously and with enthusiasm by Congress.  The 2000 Congress would take place in Florida from 16th - 22nd September, and delegates and officials were asked to complete a questionnaire giving their preference concerning the hotel/location for the Congress.

Invitations had been received from the Italian Federation ASIGC and from the Cuban Federation FECAP, offering to host the ICCF Congress in 2001.  After discussion, it was decided to accept the invitation from Italy, to coincide with the 50th Anniversary of ASIGC - the envisaged location was the Adriatic Coast, near Rimini, during September 2001.  The Cuban Federation was thanked for its kind offer and the hope was expressed that an ICCF Congress could be held in Cuba in a future year.

A formal invitation had been received from ACCCR, the federation for the Czech Republic, to host the 2003 ICCF Congress in Karvina (in September), in conjunction with the Federation of the Slovak Republic.  It was agreed that this excellent idea and offer should become the "first option" for the year 2003.  Informal invitations had been received from Russia (for either 2002 or 2003) and from Brazil (for 2004) but these would be considered further, along with any other invitations, before decisions were made about allocating and prioritising "options" for the years 2002 and 2004.

All federations which had indicated an interest or willingness to host an ICCF Congress in the future were sincerely thanked by the ICCF President.

At the end of the 1998 Congress, the ICCF President thanked all ICCF officials for their valuable work throughout the last year and during the Congress.  He also commended all participants for their valued contributions and co-operation during the meetings.  Many momentous decisions had been reached which would help ICCF to move forward with confidence and success into the new Millennium.

The President expressed sincere thanks to the Latvian Correspondence Chess Association, its President and host Mr. Karlis Vitols and the organising committee, making particular mention of Mrs Ingrida Priedite for all of her assistance both before and during the Congress.  He then declared the closure of the 1998 Congress, expressing the hope that all would meet again in Switzerland in 1999.

Alan P. Borwell,
     Dr. F. Baumbach,

(ICCF President)
(ICCF General Secretary)

APPENDIX A

New Email tournaments structure

	Email tournaments
	players
	required qualification
	fee CHF
	reward

	WC final
	13
	1st/2nd/3rd WC ¾ final
	--
	WC title, money prizes, medals, title norms

	WC ¾ final
	13
	2600+, 1st/2nd WC ½-final, 2 x GM norm
	20
	1-3 to WC final, title norms

	WC ½-final
	11
	nomination, 2570+, 1st in M-class, GM
	30
	1-2 to WC ¾-final, title norms

	
	
	
	
	

	M-class
	11
	2100+, 1st in H-class
	10
	1st to WC ½-final

	H-class
	7
	1900+, 1st in Open class
	10
	1st to M-class

	Open Class
	7
	--
	10
	1st to H-class

	
	
	
	
	

	Master Norm
	11
	2300+, IM norm
	25
	title norm

	
	
	
	
	

	Cup final
	11
	1st Cup ½-final
	--
	Cup, prizes, title norms

	Cup ½ final
	7
	1st Cup section
	10
	1st to Cup final

	Cup section
	7
	--
	10
	1st to Cup ½-final

	
	
	
	
	

	Olympiad final
	6 x 11
	1st/2nd in section
	30
	medals, title norms

	Olympiad section
	6 x 11
	one per country
	60
	1st/2nd to final, title norms

	
	
	
	
	

	Open team tournament final
	4 x ?
	1st/2nd section
	20
	

	Open team tournament section
	4 x 7
	--
	40
	1st/2nd to final


Comments

· Qualifications for participation in individual postal and Email tournaments will be interchangeable; a qualification for a postal tournament can be used to play in an Email event of the same level, and vice versa.

· The new Email World Championship cycle will start every two years along with new semi-finals. The first cycle will start 1.1.1999.

· The Email Olympiads will start every two years with preliminary sections.

· The present Cup tournament will be continued.

· The present ICCF Email Championships will be completed as announced.

· Qualifications from the present Email Master Class groups may be converted to the new World Championship structure.

Appendix B

ICCF Congress and Presidium Meetings (effective from 1.1.1999)

1
Responsibilities of Host Federation for Organising an ICCF Congress
(see outline specimen itinerary as appended)


Essential

1.1  To provide a main venue for the Congress in a good quality but reasonably priced hotel in an attractive location, with options of lower priced accommodation in the surrounding area. The Congress hotel should have a suitably sized main meeting room and another ancillary meeting room for use as an office and/or for smaller meetings of up to 12 persons (e.g. for Presidium members, etc.).

1.2  To provide an Opening banquet on the Sunday evening.

1.3  To provide lapel badges/place name cards for each delegate/official and arrange for coffee/tea/soft drinks etc. for the Congress meetings.

1.4  To arrange for the availability of a PC, printer and photocopying machine for use in the preparation of Congress papers and minutes and to arrange for the printing/copying of Congress documents as required (but see section 2.3 below for responsibilities for any costs.

1.5  To provide facilities and equipment for the traditional ICCF blitz tournament.


Optional

1.6  To provide a full day excursion (with a small lunch) to a place/area of local interest.

1.7  To arrange at least one chess event (in addition to the traditional ICCF blitz tournament)

1.8  To provide a small welcoming reception (drinks/aperitifs) on the Saturday evening.

1.9  To provide some traditional entertainment following the Opening Ceremony and/or during the Opening Banquet.

1.10  To provide assistance with transportation from/to the main airport/railway station as required by visiting guests.

2
Responsibilities of ICCF for Organising a Congress

2.1  To issue the envelopes containing invitation letters, information sheets and reservation forms to all delegates/officials.

2.2  To issue all reports and documentation for consideration prior to and during the Congress.

2.3  To be responsible for the costs of printing and copying material during the Congress, including draft Minutes, etc.

2.4  To be responsible for the provision and costs of the closing banquet.

2.5  To distribute the draft Minutes etc to all delegates/officials, either at the close of the Congress or subsequently.

2.6  To provide guidance to host federations about Congress requirements and arrangements.

2.7  To provide for reimbursement towards expenses incurred, as follows:-

a)  any ICCF Presidium member who is NOT a delegate representing a member federation (in addition to Presidium members these provisions will also apply to the Ratings Commissioner, Qualifications Commissioner and the Webmaster, whose attendance at Congresses is also considered to be essential).

b)  a scale of reimbursement which does not attempt to cover all items of expenditure, but which represents a significant contribution towards the cost of travel and hotel accommodation. It should bear in mind the total level of envisaged costs in relation to what could reasonably be borne by ICCF, without causing it financial difficulties.


The proposed scale is as follows:-


For a Congress attended within own Country
CHF 500


For a Congress attended within own Continent
CHF 800


For a Congress attended outside own Continent
CHF 1100

3
Presidium Meetings
Where it is considered essential that a special Presidium (or partial Presidium) meeting is required, then all of the participants should receive reimbursement from ICCF of reasonable travel/accommodation costs, irrespective as to whether they are member federation delegates. The reasons for such meetings and the costs thereof to be reported to Congress.

4
Other matters
It has been a long tradition of ICCF that additional members of delegations, various other officials, partners and families should be encouraged to attend Congresses. There are other CC enthusiasts who attend Congresses, although having no official position in ICCF or a member federation. Their participation in banquets, excursions, events etc. incur costs which are borne either by the host federation or ICCF. It was agreed by the 1998 Congress that the costs for the following will be borne by the host federation or ICCF as defined in sections 1 and 2 above.

a)  partners/families of delegates/ICCF officials,

b)  additional members of delegations and their partners/families,

c)  other CC friends with no official capacity and their partners/families may request ICCF/host federation approval to participate in Congress activities and functions. They should also advise the delegate for their country of their wish to participate.

Specimen ICCF Congress Itinerary/Programme

Saturday
Arrival and registration of delegates/officials

Saturday PM
Meeting of ICCF Presidium

Saturday evening
Short welcoming reception (drink/aperitif)

Sunday 10am
Opening Ceremony (+ short traditional entertainment)
Sunday AM
Opening of Congress Meetings

Sunday PM
Committee Meetings

Sunday evening
Opening banquet (+ traditional entertainment)

Monday AM/PM
Congress Meetings

Monday evening
Chess match/event, local event or free

Tuesday AM/PM
Congress Meetings

Tuesday evening
Chess match/event, local event or free

Wednesday AM/PM
Local sightseeing, preparation of minutes or free

Wednesday evening
ICCF Blitz Tournament

Thursday AM/PM
Full day excursion (with small lunch)

Thursday evening
Closing ICCF Banquet (distribution draft minutes)

Friday etc.
Departure of delegates/special or private excursions etc.

* optional by host federation (in italics)


APPENDIX C

FIRST EMAIL CHESS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

As decided by the 1998 ICCF Congress in Riga the first official Email Chess World Championships will be started in 1999. These World Championships will be played in three stages: semi-finals, 3/4-finals (the stage between the semi-finals and the final) and the final. The semi-finals will be played in about 15 groups of 11 players. The first two players of each group qualify for the 3/4 final, which will most likely be played in 3 (or 4) groups of 13 players each. The first three players in each 3/4-final group will qualify for the final, which is also planned to be played with 13 players.

ICCF will start semi-finals of the Email Chess World Championships every two years. Based upon an agreement between the two world chess bodies ICCF (for correspondence chess) and FIDE (for over the board chess) the ICCF World Championship titles are also recognised by FIDE.

Since 1946 ICCF has organised 22 World Championships, all of which have been played by post. As decided by the 1998 ICCF Congress in Riga, future World Championships will be offered by post or by email, with qualifications inter-changeable according to players' preferences. It is planned that new World Championship semi-finals will begin each year, alternating between post and email respectively.

The semi-finals of the first Email Chess World Championship will therefore also be the semi-finals of the 23rd World Correspondence Chess Championship. These semi-finals will be played exclusively by email, will begin on 01/04/1999 with a closing date for entries of 28/02/1999.

The 3/4-finals and the final of the first Email Chess World Championship will start when there are enough qualifiers wishing to play at the next level using email transmission. Similar provisions, as usual, will apply for postal 3/4-finals and finals of the World Championship, which will also begin when enough qualifiers have emerged who wish to play using postal transmission.

The following players are entitled to enter the semi-finals of the first Email Chess World Championship:

1) the participants of the (postal) finals 13 and 14 if they have not earned a higher qualification,

2) the participants of the (postal) 3/4-finals 15, 16 and 17, who have scored at least 30% of the possible points provided a higher qualification has not been achieved,

3) the participants of the (postal) semi-finals 19, 20 and 21 who have scored at least 60% of the possible points, provided a higher qualification has not been achieved,

4) the winners of 15 player Master class groups or Email Championship sections,

5) those players who twice within the last 10 years have achieved 2nd place in a 15 player Master class group or Email Championship section and a 1st place in a 7 player Master Class group or Email Championship section,

6) those players who twice within the last ten years achieved 2nd place in a 15 player Master class group or Email Championship section,

7) those players, who twice within the last 10 years achieved 1st place in a 7 player Master Class group or Email Championship section,

8) the participants in the final of ICCF World Cup 6 and 7 who achieved at least 60% of the possible points,

9) the holders of the ICCF or FIDE Grandmaster title, (10) those players with a fixed rating of at least 2570 on the rating list valid until 30/6/1999,

10) those players who are entered by their ICCF member organisation. Two participants per member federation may be entered, with an extra entry from each country participating in Olympiad Final XI, three more extra places for Germany and Czech. Republic/Slovakia, and one more extra place for Canada/Scotland as prospective medallists from Olympiad final X.

The nominating/entering federations must clearly indicate on what ground (tournament and section numbers) the player is nominated/entered.

Nominations and entries, including working email addresses, should be sent via the national federation (only in exceptional cases directly) by email (ELueers@t-online.de), by fax (+49-441-13662) or by post (Weidenstr. 9, D -26135 Oldenburg) to the ICCF Deputy President (Tournaments), Eckhard Lüers (GER), to be received by him not later than 28/02/1999.

The entry fee is CHF 30 per player and must be paid through the appropriate national member federation. Residents in other countries who are not members of any ICCF member federation may enter direct to the ICCF Paying Office provided this has been agreed first by the Deputy President (Tournaments).

[Note: these tournament arrangements were finalised by the Deputy President (Tournaments) immediately after the Congress.]
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